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3. Like something The Caped Crusad¬ 
er' might say to 'The Boy Wonder' 
were they its occupants. 

If you must have a gimmick title, 


TARDIS 


Send your letters to: To The 
TARDIS, Doctor Who Magazine, 
23 Redan Place, London W2 4SA. 


Thank you, thank you for the excellent 
To The Nostalgia feature on The Web of Fear 
igazine, (issue 115) and the equally excellent 














DOCTOR WHO? by Tim Quinn & Dicky Howett 









Read on Writing 


There are few people 
connected with the 
behind-the-scenes evolution 
of Doctor Who with whom 
writer and script-editor 
Anthony Read hasn’t 
worked. 

Earlier this year, he told 
Richard Marson how he 
became involved with the 
programme during Tom 
Baker’s era. 


A nthony Read started with one 
basic ambition - to write: 
“This I was aware of wanting 
to do from the age of about six. I was, 

something that you could just go off 
and do. I was lucky enough to be at a 
school which was rather hot on acting 
and there I began acting in plays 
alongside names like Frank Barlow 
and Kenneth Ives. 

“The upshot of this was that I 
decided to go to drama school, and my 
parents, who weren’t wealthy, stuck 


Becoming one of his proteges put 
Read into the same band as the likes of 
Verity Lambert and he can clearly 

“It was the 2nd November, 1963 
when I joined and when I had first 
come up to meet my potential 
employers, I remember noting that 

first episode of a show called Doctor 
Who. Thus my later decision to 
become script-editor was partly in¬ 
spired by nostalgia for this memory. 

“Incidentally, Sydney Newman 
actually invented the BBC script- 
















GALLIFREY GUARDIAN 


THUMBS UP FOR THE NEW 
SEASON 

P roducer John Nathan-Turner has confirmed two 
additional names for the last story of the season. 
Both actors have appeared as regulars in Channel 
Four’s Brookside. 

The first is Tony Scoggo, who played Matty Nolan. In 
Doctor Who he plays Hallett, while ex-Brookside villain 
Tommy McArdle, alias actor Malcolm Tierney, will take the 

role in the BBC's popular Lovejoy series. 

Encouraging news for Doctor Who fans appeared in 

another series has been given the go-ahead for next year. 
Bearing in mind The Sun's reputation for accuracy, this 



I further black and white stories 
will be released, following the 
relatively poor showing of The 


1 in the show, let’s hope there’ll be 
he near future. Production on the I 


Not a brilliant story, it is 
fact rather plodding, I 
nonetheless it features 
debut of Peter Purves (in t 
parts!), the departure of I 
and Barbara, a young Mai 


nothing else. And don’t forget 
to watch out for The Beatles in 
episode one! 


I THE NEW 
RELEASES 


TV 50 ON THE 
WAY 

BBCTV for screening y on 


night performances. 

Colin was joined on the 
Wogan couch by Lynda Bel¬ 
lingham, who inadvertently 




























EPISODE ONE 

A wet November morning in an Essex 
bird sanctuary. Warden Arthur Hollis 
has found a strange yellow box 
attached to a silver balloon, which 
appears to have travelled some dis¬ 
tance before landing, and contacts the 
owner, whose details are on a label. 

owner, Dr Tyler stops outside the 
warden's house for a chat with Mrs 
Hollis, who tells Dr Tyler that he can 
find her husband by the lake, guarding 
the object. 

Hollis, curious, has made a closer 
inspection of the box. As Dr Tyler 
draws up in his Land-Rover, Hollis is 
absorbed in a blinding flash. Tyler 
quickly realises that Hollis is nowhere 
to be found, although the box is still 
there. He calls UNIT and before long is 
telling his story in the Doctor's lab. 

Jo appears with some tea and asks 
what the box is for. Tyler explains that 
it is designed to help in sophisticated 
cosmic research and that he was 

cause of some incredible results that 
the latest tests have shown. 

He shows the Doctor the difference 
between an early test and the latest 
one, by holding up the results, which 
are recorded on a kind of X-ray paper. 


is still perturbed - he is afraid 
something much more serious is 
happening. 

Finding Dr Tyler absent, the Briga¬ 
dier orders Benton to look for him. At 

small courtyard and park, they both 
hear a crackling sound and notice a 
blob of gel seeping up from the drains. 
The Doctor and Jo rush to one side, 
just as the blob expands and, in a 
tremendous flash, causes Bessie to 
vanish. It slides back into the drains. 
Back inside, the Doctor decides that 

developed hunting instinct and that it 
will soon strike again, since it appears 
to be hunting him. Outside UNIT H.Q., 

around, horrific gel-like creatures start 
appearing from nowhere and advance 
on the house. 

While Benton tries to hold them off, 
the Doctor tells the Brigadier that all 
they want is him - everyone else 

command his men, while Jo argues 

Doctor. At this, Sgt. Benton appears. 
Just as he is about to force Jo to go 
with him, the room is beseiged on all 


decide to send tne autnoritarian i-irsi 
Doctor in to restore order. Ever-falling 
power levels mean that this incarna¬ 
tion will not be able to make a full 
physical transfer. He will appear on 
the TARDIS scanner, which will be 
sufficient. This the irritable old man 
does, telling his future selves that the 
gel is a bridge which is there for 
crossing. He then fades from view. 

The remaining two Doctors agree 

tossed. The current Doctor loses, and 
his former self moves to switch off the 

what is being planned - the Doctor is 
surrendering himself to the blob, to 
see where it transports him. She 
rushes out of the ship to stop him. 
There is a blinding flash - and both Jo 
and the Doctor vanish. 

EPISODE TWO 

Benton and the Second Doctor 
emerge cautiously from the TARDIS. 
The Gel has quietened down and is 
crackling in a corner of the room. The 
Brigadier arrives and greets the Doc- 

ing that, in playing around with the 
TARDIS, the Doctor has reverted to his 
former appearance and shot Miss 
Grant off to goodness knows where. 
He asks only for her to be returned and 


THE 3 DOCTORS 









THE CATALOGUE ALSO HAS A LARGE 
SELECTION OF STAR TREK. AVENGERS. 
BLAKE’S 7 

THOUSANDS MORE OR WHO ITEMS ON OUR 
LATEST LIST: SEND 1ST CLASS STAMP 

($1 Cash USA or $2 Cash Australian) 

JOHN FITTON (BOOKS ft MAGAZINES) 
1 Orchard Way, Hensall, Goola, Norit 
Humberside, ENGLAND. 






























In Issue 111, we asked 
readers to send us questions 
they’d like to put to Colin 
Baker. Penny Holme put a 
selection of them to him 
recently, during a break 
from rehearsals . . . 


How and where were you chosen to 
play the Doctor? 

The question is probably more 
appropriately asked of John Nathan- 
Turner. But I know what he says, so 
... I was asked to play the part of a 
Gallifreyan guard in Arc of Infinity , 
when Peter Davison was playing the 

happened to be free (actually I was 
working in the theatre, and it all fitted 
in rather nicely), so I said, ‘Yes, of 

I had a very pleasant time playing this 

think, ‘Oh, that’s a boring part, so I’ll 
play it in a boring way.’ I tend to do 
the opposite, and think, ‘How can I 
spice it up a bit?’ I tend to perhaps 
give a litde more than is required 
sometimes, in the belief that a director 
will always pull you back. So, I did 
make this guard into quite an interest¬ 
ing character, which was probably 
beyond its requirements, and in fact I 
got a note from the Producer, John 
Nathan-Turner, when he saw it! 

Then the assistant floor manager on 
that particular show invited me to her 
wedding about two months later, and 
I went along with my wife, and John 
was there, and Peter Davison. What I 
didn’t know at that point was that 

John was thinking in terms of who was 
going to be the next Doctor, and he 
says, (and modesty should prevent me 
from repeating this!), that I was witty, 

said to somebody else, ‘I think I’ve 
found my next Doctor.’ 

That’s his story, and the only reason 
I repeat it is because of the pure 
chance of being invited to a wedding, 
because I’d done that tiny part, which 
a lot of actors would have refused. 
You see, that’s how this business 





COLIN 


actually earning a bob or two, and 
getting where it’s at. I’d rather do 
that, than sit at home watching telly, 
and I’d had a thin time in television 
after The Brothers finished in 1976. 

I didn’t do another TV part until 
1980, when I did an episode of Blake’s 
Seven. Nobody was interested in 
employing Paul Merroney. Producers 
and directors all thought, ‘Well I don’t 
want to use him, because the public 
will remember him as that character!’ 

It underestimates them. 


Did you watch much Doctor Who 
before you became involved? 

I watched a lot of Hartnell and 
Troughton, and some Pertwee, not so 
much Tom, and not as much Peter, 
because I was working. 

The ones I watched were in the days 
when I was younger, before I was an 
actor. But I’ve always watched it when 

have memories dotted all along its 


How did you prepare yourself for the 
role of the Doctor? 

John Nathan-Turner lent me a lot of 
tapes; of Pertwee, Troughton, and 
Hartnell, and Baker mark one. I 
watched the tapes, not with a view to 
copying any of them, but simply to 
assimilate what it is that is the Doctor, 



a part that depends on the personality 
of the actor. Producers cast because 
they see something in you that they 
want to bring to it. But I did have 

editor and the Head of Series and 
Serials, and I said what I thought I 
could do, and what I’d like to do in 
addition to that, and they seemed to 

to it, and I wanted to highlight the fact 
that he was not an Earth person, and 
that he came from this place called 


Gallifrey, and that he was a Time 
Lord with twelve regenerations and 
therefore he was not always going to 
behave in the way human beings 
would expect him to behave. And I 
wanted to do things quite deliberately 
- like not crying when a person dies, 
but being extremely angry about other 


Did you consciously try to make your 
portrayal almost the opposite of 
Peter Davison’s? 

No, not consciously the opposite of 
anybody. I didn’t decide on my 
Doctor as a result of the previous ones 
at all, really. I did what I would do, no 

Presumably, any contrast was dictated 
by the choice of me. Obviously, I am 
different from Peter, Peter is a much 
more introspective person, much 
more of a matinee idol sort. 

Would you say that many of the 
Doctor's characteristics are your 

implies you can be objective about 
what you are doing. It’s such an 
amalgum. 

I think the Doctor is nearer to me 
than any other character I’ve ever 
played. But on top of that, obviously l 
don’t have all those powers. Yes, it’s 
me, plus an amalgum of twenty-four 
years of what we’ve discovered the 

Would you say that you are similar to 

I’ve tried to get little echoes of my 
predecessors; Hartnell’s irrascibility, 
the disrespect for authority and the 
impishness of Troughton, the derring- 
do that Pertwee had, Tom’s irrever- 

innocence and honesty. But all these 
are characteristics that they all share 

fications heighten one particular 


INTER 








BAKER 



What do you think of your famous 
‘bad taste ’ costume? 

John said to me, ‘what would you like 
to wear?’ and I found that very 
difficult. My first instinct was wrong, 
which was to wear something like the 


Master wears, all in black, something 

wrong, I can see that . . . it’s just that 
I would like to wear slimming black! 
Nothing in Earth’s history appealed 

something futuristic for the Doctor, 


it’s wrong. Then John said, ‘I think it 
should be very bad taste.’ I thought. 
Yes, that is rather a good idea for my 
Doctor, that he would just grab 
something and not care about it, and 
then even though he may have realised 
that it’s appalling would never admit 
it, and therefore be stuck with wearing 

We gave it to a designer, Pat 
Godfrey, and said, ‘Give us something 
in bad taste,’ and she came back with 
an exquisitely tasteful design of lots of 
apparently clashing colours ... it’s 
very hard for a designer to design 
something in bad taste. We said, ‘No, 
too good,’ and sent her away and away 
and away, until she came back with 
the present one, which she hated 
actually putting together because it 
was so appalling, but even so, when 
you get used to it, it has its own entity. 

The only thing I don’t like about it 

filming. When we were filming in 
Spain it was a hundred and ten 
degrees, and a couple of weeks ago on 
Brighton Beach, there was no respite 
from the sun, and it was horrendous. 

But it’s lovely on cold locations, 
when the companions in their skimpy 
costumes are all shivering and chatter¬ 
ing their teeth. So you can’t win ’em 
all. 

If the idea of Doctor Who had been 
conceived in the Eighties instead of 
the Sixties, and you had been chosen 
to play the part of First Doctor, 
would you have played it any 
differently? 

No, I haven’t decided on this charac¬ 
ter as a result of previous ones. 

But if I had been chosen to play the 
Doctor, and I had read those scripts, 
I’d have played them in exactly the 

J The whole dilemma of Doctor Who 
5 is, ‘How come this Gallifreyan is so 
5 constantly hovering around Earth?’ 
S and basically it’s because that’s the 
| only planet we have access to for 
filming. If you want to invent other 
planets, it gets frightfully expensive, 
and also if you have companions from 
other planets, how come they speak 
English? 

So, we accept that the Doctor has an 
affinity and affection for the people of 
the planet Earth, and visits them an 
awful lot. 


V r* \ A / r~ wh y y° u think the Doctor 

■■■ % M I ■ such an affection for the planet? 

W W I I M I like to think it’s because the Do, 

I ■■ T T mam has a certain kind of sentime 
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